
 

 



MEDICAL ETHICS 



• Defining ethics, medical 
ethics, bioethics 

 

• Describing the main ethical 
guidelines in medical 
profession 

• Talking about the main 
problems of bioethics 

• Using  

o The modal verbs can, 
must, should, etc. 

 

• Определять этику, 
медицинскую этику, 
биоэтику 

• Описывать основные 
этические принципы в 
медицинской профессии 

• Рассказывать о проблемах 
биоэтики 

• Употреблять  

o Модальные глаголы can, 
must, should, etc. 



 

• advance n / / 
• bioethics n / / 
• bring about v / / 
• conduct n / t/ 
• determine v / / 
• dignity n / / 
• essential adj / / 
• ethics n / / 
• euthanasia n / / 
• guide v / / 
• guidelines n pl. / / 
 

 
 

• issue n /` / 
• maintain v / / 
• meet the requirements 

/ / 
• prejudice v / / 
• protect v / / 
• require v / / 
• requirement n / / 
• terminally ill / / 

• transplant surgery 
/ / 

• up-to-date adj / / 
• violate v / / 

 



Ethics ( from Greek ethos, customary behaviour, 

morals)  means the system of principles of right 

or wrong in human conduct. Ethics in medical 

practice is called medical ethics. Medical 

ethics as an essential branch of general ethics 

determines the moral norms and standards for 

medical care. 

The World Medical Association (WMA) 

adopted a number of international ethical 

codes (the Declaration of Geneva (1948) and 

the Declaration of Lisbon (1984), which are the 

guidelines for the medical profession 

nowadays. According to these guidelines health 

care providers must not violate any ethical 

standards. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Ethical guidelines: 
Every doctor must: 

• make the care of his patient his first 
concern. 

• treat every patient politely and 
considerately. 

• give patients information in a way they 
can understand. 

• keep his professional knowledge up to 
date. 

• recognize the limits of his professional 
competence. 

• respect and protect confidential 
information. 

• make sure his personal beliefs do not 
prejudice his patient’s care. 

Bioethics 

 

Bioethics is the study of debatable ethic 
problems brought about by advances in 
biology and medicine.  

 

The examples of bioethical issues are: 
Euthanasia 
• Should the medical profession help the 

terminally ill to end their lives when they 
choose? 

Genetic engineering 
• Should we permit an embryo to be 

cloned – copied exactly – to replace a 
child who has died? 

Transplant surgery 

• Who should give consent for the removal 
of body parts for transplant surgery? 

 
 



 

 

Positive/Negative 

I 

He 

She 

It 

We 

You 

They 

  

can / can’t 

could / couldn’t 

may / may not 

must / mustn’t 

should / shouldn’t 

treat this patient for pneumonia. 

be honest and trustworthy. 

give consent for the removal of body parts for transplant surgery. 

preserve a patient’s privacy. 

respect and protect confidential information. 

learn hard to get the best results. 

live a happy life. 

Questions 

  

Can 

Could 

May 

Must 

Should 

I 

he 

she 

it 

we 

you 

they 

treat this patient for pneumonia? 

be honest and trustworthy? 

give consent for the removal of body parts for transplant surgery? 

preserve a patient’s privacy? 

respect and protect confidential information? 

learn hard to get the best results? 

live a happy life? 



• Мы используем модальные глаголы, чтобы выразить: 
• Способность: 
•  He can take an x-ray. (Он умеет делать рентген.) – He could take an x-ray when he was in 

the sixth year. – He will be able to take an x-ray after graduation. 
• Разрешение: 
•  Can/May we smoke in here? = Are we allowed to smoke in here? (Можно нам здесь 

курить?) 
•  I was not allowed to examine the patient myself. (Мне не разрешили осмотреть пациента 

самому.) 
•  You may not take the exam if your score is less than 76. (Вам нельзя сдавать экзамен, если 

вы наберете менее 76 баллов.)  
• Обязательство: 
•  Students must do their homework. (Студенты должны делать домашнее задание.) 
•  We have to wear uniform at work. (Нам приходится носить спецодежду на работе.) 
•  I had to work late last night. (Мне пришлось работать допоздна прошлой ночью.) 
• Совет: 
•  Doctors should follow ethical standards. (Врачам следует соблюдать этические нормы.) 
•  You shouldn’t eat so much. (Вам не следует так много есть.) 
• Просьбу: 
•  Can/Could I ask you a question? (Можно задать вам вопрос?) 
 



Употребите модальные глаголы или их эквиваленты в 
следующих предложениях. Укажите, в каких 
предложениях возможны варианты. 
 

1. Medical professionals ______ not shout at 
patients. 

2. Every doctor ______ understand the limits of 
his/her professional competence. 

3. My father ______ assist at the operations when 
he was 20 years old. 

4. Next month Dr Thomas ______ work more 
because Dr Smith will be on holiday. 

5. ______  I ask you a question, please? 
6. I think you ______ ask a doctor to give you more 

information about your condition. 
7. The university library is free. You ______ not 

______ pay to take a book. 
8. You ______ not smoke inside the hospital. 
9. I am learning philosophy very hard but I still 

______ not understand a lot. 
10. I am sorry, I ______ not help you now, but I 

______ help you tomorrow. 
11. You _______not ______ become a good dentist 

in future if you don’t work hard right now. 
12. I think every person ______ be happy. 
 

The Modal Verbs (Tenses) 

  

    

Present 

  

Past 

  

Future 

can can 

am/is/are 

able to 

could 

was/were 

able to 

will be able 

to 

may may 

am/is/are 

allowed to 

was/were 

allowed to 

will be 

allowed to 

must must 

have to 

had to will have to 

should should - - 



Расскажите о роли этике в жизни медицинских 
работников, используя данные вопросы. 

 

1. What is ethics? Give the definition. 

2. What is the purpose of medical ethics? 

3. When and where were the modern international codes of 

ethics adopted? 

4. What must the doctor do according to the guidelines of ethical 

code? 

5. What is bioethics? 

6. What issues is bioethics concerned with? 


